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About us:
We are members of the Leibniz-Gymnasium school 

community which is located in Gelsenkirchen -

Buer(North Rhine-Westphalia, Germany).

Subsequently, our initiative is led and organized by 

students that were elected by the school 

community. These dedicated students have made 

it their mission not only to stand for the interests 

and concerns of the school community but also to 

execute the student bodies wishes through the 

support of guidancecounsellors as well as, in this 

case, numerous parent representatives.

Our current project evolves around the design and 

embellishment of our existing schoolyard: 

άhǳǊ Ǝƻŀƭ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƳƻŘƛŦȅ ŀ ǎŎƘƻƻƭȅŀǊŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ 

that the entire school community can benefit 

from. It is important for the school community that 

ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭȅŀǊŘ ŜƴǊƛŎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƭƛŦŜΗέ
= Unsere Schule, Quelle: Google maps
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To achieve this, an internal school survey for 

all students to participate in concerning the 

hopes and wishes for the new schoolyard 

was introduced and later on evaluated by 

the student council in 2021. Based on these 

results, we are now focusing on the 

following aspects for the schoolyard design:

In the near future, the word sustainability 

will be prioritised! Even though our 

schoolyard resembles a huge concrete desert 

at the moment it has great potential to be 

transformed into something exciting:

Our schoolyard surrounds our open concrete 

area on two connecting sides, shaping an L-

Form at the top. Accordingly, our project is 

ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά¢ƘŜ DǊŜŜƴ [έ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

naming of the school afterGottfried Wilhelm 

Leibniz.
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To give nature its place and to make it 
tangible, the paved ground will be broken up 
by planted
trees. This will help to unseal the area, to 
zone it and to provide natural shade.
In addition, seating will be integrated so that 
students feel invited to linger and interact 
with each other. These seating arrangements 
or as ǿŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜƳ άƎǊŜŜƴ ŀƴŘ ōƭǳŜ 
ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳǎέ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ǳǘƛƭƛȊŜŘ on a daily basis
and incorporated in the day-to-day school 
life.
Opportunities for outdoor exercise through 
climbing structures are also planned.
Moreover, a snack garden with local plants 
and a bee-friendly flower meadow with 
insect hotels are part of the environmentally 
friendly concept. This also includes 
birdhouses, which have already been 
painted by a few voluntary students. 
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Our school with currently a little over 1000 
students and almost 80 teachers and its 
location right in the city centreάƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
middle of Buerέ ƛǎ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ 
diverse cultures clash together and 
encounter with each other, which signifies 
our humble community. Due to our schoolś
special location next to the art museum, 
surrounded by residential area and  being 
located by the shopping streets, the 
schoolyard has always been used as an 
άƛƴƴŜǊ-city walk throughȊƻƴŜέΦ 
Thus, we are accustomed to neighbourly
encounters and would like to further enrich 
this bond. Therefore, by introducing the idea 
ƻŦ ŀ έ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅέ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ open up
our place to the public in order to invite 
everyone to linger but also to offer a space 
for events organized by local communities 
and businesses.

Ourschoolyardtoday...
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Ourschoolyardtoday...

In the sense of the art museum, we would 
like to be a part of the so-ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ 
ƳƛƭŜέ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŀǊŜŀΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
according to the city plan (urban 
development concept) of
DŜƭǎŜƴƪƛǊŎƘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǎǘŜǊ Ǉƭŀƴ ά/ŜƴǘŜǊ 
Gelsenkirchen-.ǳŜǊέ όDomplatteto City Hall) 
the Leibniz-Gymnasium is not yet included 
in.
A conscious interaction with our 
environment, i.e.with our fellow human 
beings and nature, is a particularly important 
matter in our hearts. Apart from our broad 
school curriculums and profiles (MINT, 
bilingual branch, numerous extra curricular 
activities/competitions etc.) we also offer 
our students a lot of room for individual 
development.
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Ourschoolyardtoday...

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ άDǊŜŜƴ [έ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
the largest learning and event area at the 
Leibniz-Gymnasium with approx. 1800 m2. 
Moreover, it will become the biggest fully 
equipped event area (electricity, water, 
sufficient toilets, parking spaces, bicycle 
stands, very good public transport 
connection) in the whole city district. It 
promises the best climatic conditions and in 
ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ƛǎ ǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎ ǊŜŀŘȅΗ ¢ƘŜ άDǊŜŜƴ [έ 
shall result in a lively, cultural and natural 
space for playing, learning, living, relaxing, 
celebrating, gathering and working outdoors 
together, which will definitely enrichthe 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ŘƛǾŜǊǎΩ ǿŀȅǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ 
school community and its surroundings are 
ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ άDǊŜŜƴ [έΦ 
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Ca. 700m²
1.143m³

Our "old building" (also in L-shape) adjoins 
this schoolyard area as a counterpart, in 
which grades 8 to 13 are accommodated. 
Therefore, fewer play opportunities are 
needed for the students in this schoolyard. 
Due to the change from G8 to G9 from 2026, 
5 classrooms are missing, maybe 
investments can be made here instead of an 
extension or expansion?!
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Ourschoolyardtoday...

eibnizLounge

The "Green L": In the future, the 
largest room at Leibniz: 
1,143m²+700m², has the best climatic 
conditions and is pandemic-proof!

Sustainability

Green classroom

Ca.700m²

1.143m²

Green lounge

Our schoolyard surrounds our open 

concrete area on two connecting 

sides, shaping a L-Form at the top. 

Accordingly, our project is called 

ά¢ƘŜ DǊŜŜƴ [έ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

naming of the school after

Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz.

Our schoolyard becomes the "Green L" 

- Living learning space @Leibniz
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Ourmainconcernsare:

�‡ Experience of design and quality for all:

To get rid of the supposedly practical and 

low-maintenance surfaces that are not only 

harmful to the climate as heat reservoirs but 

also ugly.

�‡ Conceptual design work: 

¢ƘŜ ά[έ ŀǎ ŀ ōŀǎƛŎ ǎƘŀǇŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎǳǊǊƛƴƎ 

element not only stands out interms of its 

strong design language but is also ideally 

suited as an architectural Element (in terms 

of surface area, seating and tree 

arrangement) for encounters and cooperative 

togetherness.

�‡ Our schoolyard should be designed as an 

άƻƳƴƛǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭέ ǘƻ ōŜ 

experienced with all senses. It should be 

constructed by closely bonding it to 

nature, with many opportunities for

communicative exchanges and for 

gathering experiences through a variety 

of seating and creativeoccasions as a 

performance venue for projects. 


